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when there is no other way to do it. They
call us the party of Government; I’ve given
you the smallest Federal Government since
John Kennedy was President. I’ve privatized
more programs and eliminated more than
Presidents Reagan and Bush did.

The percentage of jobs created in the pri-
vate sector in the Clinton administration is
significantly higher than the percentage cre-
ated in the two previous Republican adminis-
trations. We don’t believe the Government
can solve all the problems, but we believe
in things like family leave. We believe that.
We believe that’s a good thing for America.
We believe in the Patients’ Bill of Rights.

We think if people are going to go into
managed care, they ought to know they can
see a specialist if the doctor says so. And if
they get hit in an accident coming out of the
concert in Cincinnati tonight, they ought not
to have to go past two hospitals to get to
the emergency room just because the first
two aren’t covered. We believe that. That’s
what we really believe. And I’m willing to
pay what the Republicans say it would cost,
2 bucks a month on my health insurance, so
somebody else can see a specialist and go
to the nearest emergency room, and I think
most of you are. And I think we’re all better
off when people are healthier. They’re more
secure; they feel better at work; they feel bet-
ter about their country. That’s the difference.

I believe we’d all be better off if we could
end 100 years of oppression of the Native
Americans, and they could actually make a
living on those Indian reservations instead of
haggling over a deal made over 100 years ago
that was a disgrace to the United States. We
believe that we are bound up together. And
I hope that if somebody asks you tomorrow
why you came here, you’ll be able to tell
them that.

I’ll close with just these thoughts. I’ll tell
you three stories real quick.

I was in Iowa a few days ago, and I remem-
bered the first time I went to Iowa after I
became President—I believe it’s the first
time—was when they had that 500-year flood
in the Mississippi River. Do you remember
that? And the Mississippi just flooded its
banks in ’93—500-year flood.

So I go to Des Moines and I’m going out
there, stacking those sandbags, feeling

good—you know, I’m being a good citizen,
doing it and trying to set a good example.
And I look up and there is this child standing
there who was then 13 years old, who was
about this tall, even though she’s 13 years
old. And the bones in her head were bulging
through her skin, and her elbows and knees
were knobby and her knuckles were bony,
because she was born with brittle bone dis-
ease. She’s had dozens of bone breaks, all
kinds of operations. Every bone in her body
could have been shattered. And she’s there
with the people and the sandbags.

And I asked this child, I said, ‘‘What are
you doing here?’’ I said, ‘‘Do you live in Des
Moines?’’ She said, ‘‘No, sir, I’m from Wis-
consin.’’ She said, ‘‘But these people need
help.’’ And I don’t know if you’ve known any
children with brittle bone disease; some of
them never get out of bed. This girl’s really
relatively strong, but still, she could—was in
great danger, always.

And I said, ‘‘Aren’t you afraid to be here?’’
She said, ‘‘I’ve got to go on living. These peo-
ple need help. I asked my parents if I could
come down here, and we came.’’ That young
woman went to the National Institutes of
Health, twice a year, every year after that,
so I kept in touch with her. Her name is
Brianne Schwantes.

Last year I went out to American Univer-
sity in Washington to make a speech and I
looked up, and there she was, an 18-
year-old freshman, introducing me to all of
her roommates. Now, I feel better that a
child like that could get some of our tax
money at the National Institutes of Health,
and I think this country is better because of
it.

I’ll tell you another story. When I was in
Iowa, I looked out, and on the second row
of this speech I gave at this school—there
were hundreds of people there—there is this
radiant young African-American girl, about
8 years old now, tall, beautiful. Her name
is Jimiya Poisel. The first time I met her,
she was a little baby in her mother’s arms
in 1992 in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. There was
this huge rally there. And so I went to the
crowd and I was shaking hands the way I
always do, and there was this very tall white
lady holding this African-American baby.
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So I said, ‘‘Whose baby is that?’’ She said,
‘‘This is my baby.’’ And I said, ‘‘Well, where
did you get that baby?’’ She said, ‘‘From
Miami.’’ I said, ‘‘Well, why, how?’’ She said,
‘‘Well, you see, this baby was born with
AIDS; so nobody wanted it, and I thought
somebody ought to give this baby a home.’’

I later found out this woman—that her
husband had left her; she had two children
of her own; she was living in an apartment,
barely able to make ends meet, but she had
enough heart to take this little baby. And a
couple of times a year, every year between
now and then, they came to the NIH—this
child with AIDS. She is a beautiful child. And
once every year or so, they’d come by to see
me and I’d keep up with her, and when I’d
go to Iowa she’d always be there. She was
there in the audience, faithfully, like she al-
ways is.

The lady had a better turn in her life, good
things have happened to her and her family.
I think we’re better off that that little girl
found a home, that she had a woman who
had more problems than most of us have ever
had in her life, but she still had enough room
for her, and that her Government helped her
raise this child. And she got a $500 tax credit
because of the Balanced Budget Act. That
the child will be able to go to college, and
that, thank goodness, because of medical re-
search, she’ll probably live to go to college.

Last thing. When I went to the Indian res-
ervation, I was introduced by the chief of
the Oglala Sioux; they now call him the Presi-
dent. His name is Harold Salway. Before I
went to Pine Ridge, Mr. Salway and 18 other
tribal leaders from Montana, North Dakota,
and South Dakota, the high plains, came to
see me at the White House. And we were
sitting there, and they all went through all
their concerns—you know, about education
and the economy and everything. And then
at the end, Salway stands up. And he’s not
a very tall man, but he’s very dignified and
he stood there like this, and he said, ‘‘I have
something I would like to say.’’ He said, ‘‘We
are supporting your position in Kosovo.’’ The
poorest Americans. He said, ‘‘You see, we
know something about ethnic cleansing.’’
[Laughter] But he said—let me finish—he
said, ‘‘But this is America.’’ He said, ‘‘My
great-grandfather was massacred at Wound-

ed Knee. I had two uncles. One was on the
beach at Normandy. The other was the first
Native American fighter pilot in the history
of the military in the United States. And here
am I, their nephew, with the President of
the United States.’’ He said, ‘‘I have only one
son, and he means more to me than anything.
But I would be honored to have him wear
the uniform of my country to fight against
ethnic cleansing in Kosovo.’’ Community.
Humanity.

Thirty-one years ago Senator Kennedy
gave another eulogy for his brother, Robert.
Those of us who were grown then, many of
us have a clear memory of it. And I want
to close with this. I’ve thought about it a lot
today. That man has borne a lot of burden.
But after Robert Kennedy’s campaign for
President in 1968, where he’d gone into the
coal mining areas of Appalachia, where he
went to the Indian reservation, where he
went to places and people that had been for-
gotten, Ted Kennedy said that he and his
family hoped that what their brother was to
them and what he wished for others would
someday come to pass for all the world. I
heard it 31 years ago; I have never forgotten
it. That’s why I’m here tonight, and why I
hope you are.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:55 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Stanley M. Chesley and Richard D.
Lawrence; Joseph J. Andrew, national chair,
Democratic National Committee; James Evans,
director, senior vice president, and general coun-
sel, American Financial Group; David J. Leland,
chair, Ohio State Democratic Party; and Jimiya
Poisel’s mother, Laura. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
July 24, 1999

Good morning. At this time of great
progress and hope for our Nation, we have
the chance of a lifetime to build an even
stronger America in the 21st century by fac-
ing our great long-term challenges like saving
Social Security and Medicare, paying off our
national debt and bringing economic oppor-
tunity to people and places left behind in our
recovery, giving all our children a world-class
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education—and the challenge I want to
speak with you about today: fighting crime
and making America the world’s safest big
nation.

For too many years it looked as if the crime
rate would rise forever. In too many places,
families barricaded themselves behind
barred doors and windows; children were
afraid to walk to school; and once thriving
communities became proving grounds for
lawless gangs.

I took office determined to change this.
More than 61⁄2 years ago, Vice President
Gore and I put in place a tough, smart
anticrime strategy of more police, better pre-
vention, and tougher punishments; a strategy
that took assault weapons off our streets and
kept illegal guns out of the hands of criminals
and away from our children; above all, an
anticrime strategy that funded local solutions
to local problems, spearheaded by Attorney
General Janet Reno, herself a former pros-
ecutor.

This strategy, pioneered in our commu-
nities, has been taken nationwide by our 1994
crime bill. It has worked beyond all expecta-
tions. The murder rate is down to its lowest
level in 30 years; overall crime, its lowest
level in 26 years; violent crime has dropped
by 27 percent in the last 6 years alone. And
in many smaller ways, reducing crimes like
vandalism that undermine our quality of life,
we’re beginning to restore civility to our ev-
eryday lives. Community policing has been
central to our success. This May I was proud
to announce that since I signed the crime
bill in 1994, we’ve funded 100,000 commu-
nity police officers to work with local citizens,
identify problems, track criminals, and help
bring people and life back to our streets.

Today I’m pleased to announce 65 new
grants to help communities around the coun-
try hire more than 800 new police officers,
including 200 community police officers
right here in the District of Columbia. We’ll
also help the District hire 40 new community
prosecutors to work closely with police and
with residents on our streets, in our neigh-
borhoods, to fight and prevent crime.

Every major law enforcement organization
supports our community policing program.
I propose to put 50,000 more officers in our
neighborhoods, those that still have too much

crime. But our ability to continue to do this—
indeed, our ability to meet many of our vital
national needs will be put at risk by the tax
and budget plan now being pressed by Re-
publican leaders in Congress. This week the
Republicans in the House of Representatives
passed a reckless plan that would cost $800
billion in the next 10 years and a staggering
$3 trillion over the next two decades. It is
so large, and it balloons in size so dramati-
cally in future years that it would make it
impossible to invest our surplus to save Social
Security, to save and strengthen Medicare
with a prescription drug benefit, to pay off
our national debt.

Beyond that, the GOP tax cut is so large
it would require dramatic cuts in vital areas,
such as education, the environment, bio-
medical research, defense, and crime fight-
ing. The Republican budget already cuts our
successful community policing proposal in
half. Their reckless tax plan would threaten
law enforcement across the board, forcing re-
ductions in the number of Federal agents
and cutting deeply into support for State and
local law enforcement. To make matters
worse, of course, the House Republicans are
refusing to take steps to keep guns out of
the hands of criminals, like closing the gun
show loophole. Indeed, they want to weaken
the existing laws with a pawnshop loophole.
To keep the crime rate falling, we need more
police on the street and fewer guns in the
hands of criminals, not the reverse.

We have a rare and fleeting chance to use
the fruits of our prosperity today to build
America for tomorrow. We can invest now
to save Social Security and modernize Medi-
care for the 21st century with more preven-
tion for cancer, osteoporosis, and other con-
ditions and with that prescription drug ben-
efit; to lift our children by improving their
education; to pay off the national debt for
the first time since 1835 and give a genera-
tion lower interest rates for businesses, for
home mortgages, for car, credit card, and col-
lege loan payments—that means more jobs
and higher incomes; to bring economic op-
portunity through investment to our poorest
areas that are left behind; to have an afford-
able tax cut for child care, long-term care,
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retirement savings, and other things Ameri-
cans need; and to give our families the securi-
ties they deserve by keeping the crime rate
coming down.

We can do all these things and have an
affordable tax cut, or we can squander our
hard-won progress on short-term thinking.

Just remember a few years ago—many
people never thought we could balance the
budget, but we did, and now we actually have
a chance to pay off the national debt. Many
never thought we could bring down crime
rates, but we did, dramatically. Now we have
a chance to achieve something that not too
long ago would have seemed pure fantasy.
In the early years of the new century, we
can make America the safest big nation on
Earth. We can do this, but only if we act
now in the long-term interest of our Nation.

So, again, I call on the Congress and all
Americans to make this a season of progress.
Let’s keep thinking about tomorrow.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:32 p.m. on
July 23 in the Roosevelt Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 24. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on July 23 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Picnic in Aspen,
Colorado
July 24, 1999

Thank you very much. Thank you. First
of all, let me say that the setting is too gor-
geous and the day too beautiful really to have
a political speech. [Applause] I was hoping
no one would clap when I said that, but any-
way—[laughter]. And so I will be brief. But
I want to thank you for being here. I want
to thank all the people involved with the
Democratic Party and all of those who were
hosting events or doing things for us who had
to go through this mad scramble of change
in our schedule because of the death of King
Hassan and the absolute conviction that Hil-
lary and I have that we should go to Morocco
to the funeral service.

He was a great friend of the peace process.
And after—Hillary went over there and went

to see him. He stood with us in human rights
battles; he’s done a lot of things that were
very, very good for the United States and for
the world. And so—and he was our friend.
So we’re going to go.

But I thank all of you for changing your
schedules, and I thank you for your support.
I want to thank our good friends, Dianne and
Dick, for having us at their humble little
place here. [Laughter] This is a gorgeous, se-
rene, wonderful setting, and I thank them.
I want to thank Congresswoman Diana
DeGette. And I know that Maggie Fox is
here, Congressman Udall’s wife. I thank her
for being here. I thank all the officials of the
Colorado Democratic Party and the people
from here in Aspen who met me last night.
When did I get in—12:30, a quarter to 1:00,
some ridiculous hour. And 12 people came
out, we had a little 30-minute discussion last
night about the state of the world. It was
quite wonderful.

I want to make a few points as briefly as
I can. Governor Romer made many of them,
and Hillary referenced the work that he and
Bea and she and I did for many years when
we were Governors together. First of all, this
is a very different country than it was in Janu-
ary of 1993. A lot of people have forgotten
that. This is a different country than it was
in January of ’93.

And it changed because we had a different
set of ideas and we implemented them and
they worked. And I won’t bore you with all
the details, but I think it’s very important.
And it’s very important as we let the next
year and a half unfold, what happens in our
country, what happens in our politics system.

You know, I hear some of the people who
oppose us now basically, after telling every-
body for 61⁄2 years what a bad guy I was;
they’re now basically saying, ‘‘Oh well, Bill
Clinton is like Michael Jordan; he just jumps
higher than the other guys; now the Demo-
crats—he’s gone, so we’ll put them in the
cellar again.’’ There’s a sort of cynical polit-
ical theme.

Let me tell you something. I could not
have done anything—anything in the last 6
years if our ideas hadn’t been right, and if
I hadn’t had the help of Al Gore and Hillary
and Dianne Feinstein and every Member of
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